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Good morning. Thursday morning, ter-
rorists struck at the heart of one of the
world’s great cities in a series of bombings
that hit London’s subway and bus system
as thousands of commuters headed to work.
We in America know the sense of loss that
our British friends feel at this moment. We
extend our sympathies to those who suf-
fered terrible injuries, and we pray for the
families mourning the loss of loved ones.
In this dark hour, the people of Great Brit-
ain can know that the American people
stand with them.

These barbaric attacks occurred as world
leaders gathered in Scotland for the G-
8 summit. While terrorists were killing in-
nocent men and women in London, leaders
at the G-8 were discussing how free na-
tions can combat poverty and HIV/AIDS,
create a cleaner environment, and improve
the lives of people everywhere. The con-
trast could not be more vivid between the
intentions and the hearts of those who care
deeply about human rights and human lib-
erty, and the evil intentions and acts of
those who rejoice in the death and suf-
fering of the innocent.

We experienced this evil in our own
country on a clear September morning in
2001. Since that day, terrorists have contin-
ued to kill and maim in Bali and Casa-
blanca, Riyadh, Jakarta, Istanbul, Madrid,
Baghdad, London, and elsewhere. The ter-
rorists believe that free societies are essen-
tially corrupt and decadent. They believe
that with a few hard blows and the tele-
vised repetition of horrific images of vio-
lence, they can force us to retreat. They
are mistaken.

On the day of the London attacks, every
world leader at the G-8 summit stood with
Prime Minister Blair as he said, “Our de-
termination to defend our values and our
way of life is greater than their determina-
tion to cause death and destruction to inno-

cent people.” The free world is united in
its resolve: We will never yield to terrorists
and murderers. In the face of such adver-
saries, there is only one course of action:
We will continue to take the fight to the
enemy, and we will fight until the enemy
is defeated.

We are now waging a global war on ter-
ror from the mountains of Afghanistan to
the border regions of Pakistan to the Horn
of Africa to the islands of the Philippines
to the plains of Iraq. We will stay on the
offense, fighting the terrorists abroad so we
do not have to face them at home. We
will continue to deny the terrorists safe
haven and the support of rogue states. And
at the same time, we will spread the uni-
versal values of hope and freedom that will
overwhelm their ideology of tyranny and
hate. The free world did not seek this con-
flict, yet we will win it.

Here at home, Federal, State, and local
officials are doing everything possible to
protect us from another terrorist attack in
America. While we have no specific cred-
ible information suggesting an imminent at-
tack in the United States, in light of the
bombings in London, we have raised the
threat level from elevated to high for our
passenger rail, subway, and bus systems. I
urge all Americans to remain alert and to
report any suspicious activity to your local
authorities.

This week, there is great suffering in the
city of London. Yet the British people are
resilient, and they have faced brutal en-
emies before. The nation that survived the
Nazi blitz will not be intimidated by terror-
ists. And just as America and Great Britain
stood together to defeat the murderous
ideologies of the 20th century, we again
stand together to defeat the hateful
ideologies of the 21st century.

The terrorists cannot shake our will.
America and its allies will act decisively,
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because we know that the future of civiliza-

tion is at stake in this struggle, and we

know that the cause of freedom will prevail.
May God bless the people of Great Brit-

ain, and may He continue to bless America.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:25 a.m.
on July 8 at the Gleneagles Hotel in

Auchterarder, Scotland, for broadcast at
10:06 a.m. on July 9. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on July 8 but was embargoed for release until
the broadcast. In his address, the President
referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.
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Thanks for the warm welcome. It's my
pleasure to be back here at Quantico, the
FBI Academy. I'm honored to be with so
many courageous men and women who
have stepped forward to protect our Na-
tion.

Today, we are fighting a global war on
terror. And here at Quantico, you're train-
ing and retraining for a critical mission, and
that’s to defend our homeland. You're fight-
ing the terrorists who wish to harm us.
You're breaking up their cells. You're dis-
rupting their financing. You are stopping
them before they can strike our country
and kill our citizens. Your work is difficult.
It is dangerous. I want you to know how
much your country appreciates you, and so
do L.

I thank the FBI folks who have wel-
comed me here. I also want to thank the
DEA agents who are with us here today.
By working to keep drug money from fi-
nancing terror, you're playing an important
part in this world—in this war. I want to
thank the U.S. and international police offi-
cers who are training here. I want to thank
the local first-responders who have joined
us. You protect us in times of emergency.
I want to thank you for being on the
frontlines of fighting these terrorists.

Quantico is also known as the “Cross-
roads of the Corps.” In the war on terror,
the Marines are serving with valor and dis-

1202

tinction. You helped liberate 50 million
people in Afghanistan and Iraq. Today, you
stand between the American people and
the worst dangers in the world. In this war,
the Marines will fight, in the words of the
Rifleman’s Creed, “Until victory is Amer-
ica’s and there is no enemy.” America is
grateful to have the United States Marine
Corps defending our freedom. I want to
thank you for your courage and your sac-
rifice.

I appreciate our Attorney General, Al
Gonzales, who has joined us today. Gen-
eral, thank you for being here. I want to
thank Ambassador John Negroponte, the
Director of the National Intelligence.
Thanks for coming, Mr. Director. I appre-
ciate Director Bob Mueller of the FBI—
doing a fantastic job. Thank you, Bob, for
coming. Director Porter Goss of the CIA;
Administrator Karen Tandy of the Drug
Administration—the Drug Enforcement
Administration—{laughter]—thank you,
Karen.

I appreciate the chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, Senator John
Warner of Virginia, joining us today. Sen-
ator, thank you for coming. Senator George
Allen from Virginia is with us as well. And
I appreciate the vice chairman of the
House Homeland Security Committee,
Congressman Curt Weldon, for being with
us today. Thank you all for being here.
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